CHAPTER 26 








Yes! THIS THIS HEALING 
IS PERFECT. SUBSTANCE IS EVEN 
MORE POTENT THAN 


T IMAGINED! 


WE CAN THINK 
ABOUT THAT LATER, 
RIGHT NOW WE-—( RuINDER! 


UM, ARE 
YOU ALRIGHT? 


OH! Yes! FINE. 


TM GLAD THINGS 
ARE GOING SO WELL. 


IF We FILL A 
FEW MORE TANKS, 


WE SHOULD HAVE 


ENOUGH FOR THE 
MACHINE ANP FOR- 


-+ RUINDER? 





wer are vou 
DOING HERE 


INTHE MAIN 
Yourke one oF THE, ADQUARTERS? 
eR, YOUNGSTERS THAT ae MISS LULENSKI 
WANA FOUND. TOL US TOLIKE, HANG 

. ‘OUT HERE, T Guess? 


‘SHE AND I." 

















PHEW! 


We DIDNT agen 
THIS IS THE 
RIGHT ROOM, Wwe 


ISNT IT? 





YEESH. NEVER GONNA Ce: 7 surink me 


OWN ALITTLE. : RIXIS WILL FINISH 
EH LamPwick? HIS PART SOON. 

WELL, THAT'S ONE 

PART OF THe PLAN 





Me N’ RED 
Never 


10 
GET INIT. 


THOSE OTHER 
KIDS ARE EACH 
STATIONED AT 
FOUR STAIRWELLS, 
WITH THEIR 
MONSTERS. 


YEAH, AND IF THOSE 


THATS GOTTA BE 

WHERE THEY'RE 

KEEPING GuUZY, 
RIGHT#! 





THEY PROBABLY 

GUESSED We're 

COMING TO KICK 
THEIR BUTTS. 





We ARE ALMOST 
READY TO GET 
STARTED. 


We ALL KNOW 
WHAT Were 
DOING? 


BUT TRY To STAY 
UNDERCOVER AS 
A SHELL AGENT, AND 
PROVIDE AS MUCH 
SUPPORT AS YOU 
CAN. 


NATE, IT 1S NOT 
Yer clear IF We 
WILL NEeP YOU 


THE REST OF 
US WILL BE 
COMING IN SOON. 


YEAH. I’M GOING IN 
WITH GREENIE, SINCE 


SINCE T DON'T HAVE 
my... MY OWN 
MONSTER, RIGHT NOW. 


I's LUcKY We FOUND 
THIS MOTEL ACROSS 
THE STREET FROM, 
THE SHELL BUILDING. 


WONDER IF ANYBODY'S 
EVER NOTICED STRANGE 
STUFF GOING ON, 

IN THERE... 


IT's welep HOW 
IT LOOKS $0... 
NORMAL. 








BUT YOU'RE COMING WITH 
ME FOR BACKUP, ALRIGHT? 


AND IF ANYTHING 
HAPPENS, YOU GOTTA 
FOCUS ON GETTING. 
GREENIE OUT FIRST. 


I PROMISED HER 


TLL 60 AFTER FAMILY I'D BRING 


O22 ANP HIS 
EAR MONSTER. 


GREENIE'S 
voice POWERS 
SHOULD BE A 
G00P MATCH 








ARE YOU SURE OW se ecn vou YEAH, AND PLUS 
TSHOULD NOT _ (as To STAY HERE AND rQUCOTTA cers YEAH, VIOLET. 
CoMe WITH YOU... Be sare. via lena 
if 
You're our 
srouRE ouR, wWe'Re IN THERE. 


a 


Lets Dorr. 


WEVe BEEN OVER 

ITA MILLION TIMES! 
Ler 
Ba IT, 





DIRECTOR MAUGRAS, SIR... 


or a 
7 eNoULD evEN' ++ TLL JUST SAY IT. 
MENTION IT TO YOU- 


IT’ ABouT 


BUT I REALLY DON'T 
‘KNOW WHAT TO PO, eRe 


p- 


LONG, 
I-THOUGHT YOU MIGHT- ees 





DOESNT 
THAT WORRY 
YOU,AT ALL? 


wanpa,rve | / 
THAT HABIT OF 
KNOWN Hi FoR SoM eatls 


EAE HIMSELe? 


ARE You sure 
YOU HEARD. 
WHAT I SAID? 


HE PickeD IT UP 
LONG BeroRe 
T MET HIM. 


I SUPPOSE ITS 
HIS WAY OF COPING. 
HE'S A LONELY MAN. 


EVERY NIGHT, HE 
GOES STRAIGHT 
HOME TO HIS EMPTY 
APARTMENT AND 
HIS CAT. 


THAT'S HOW He's 
ALWAYS BEEN. 





vou met vm YW 0 vou wouon't 
ater He Hap ' KNOW HOW LITTLE 
GOTTEN HIS 
‘CONDITION". 





«.. HE'S EXPRESSED 
VIOLENT THOUGHTS, 
BEFORE. 


IT ACTUALLY. 
CHANGED HIM. 


BUT You SAID 
HE TALKS TO 


BUT I THOUGHT 
HED CALMED DOWN 
IN RECENT YEARS. 


HAS HE saID 
ANYTHING, 
TROUBLING 
10 YOU...? 


HE SAYS ALOT OF... 
CONTRADICTORY THINGS 
‘ABOUT IT. 


LON KNOW 
WHAT TO THINK. 


BUT SOMETIMES 
IT PEELS... 
SEPARATE. 


IT SOUNDS LIKE 
IT'S TELLING HIM 
TO P0,UM- 


BAD THINGS. 


Youre NOT 
LISTENING. 





THAT CANT. 
BE ALL THERE 
1S TOIT... 


IKNOW YOU. Bett 
want To Help pve See TRYING 


BUT YOU CAN'T 
HELP SOMEONE 
WHO REFUSES 
10 SEE THAT 
THEY NEED IT. 


THAT THING IS EVIL. 
IT'S A MONSTER! 


IT's GOING. 
TO PUT EVERYTHING 
IN JEOPARPY- 


... MAYBE YOU 
JUST PONT care 
ABOUT HIM AS 
MUCH AS I DO. 


CLEARLY, TALKING. 

‘ABOUT THIS HAS 
CROSSED A 

BOUNDARY, SO- 


CLOSING ITS 
‘DOORS IN 
AWEEK. 


WHAT THE 


WHAT HAVE 
YOU TWO BEEN 
DOING DOWN 

THERE?! 





oT aon 
ae CF 
: is GO { 
8 ay Se a @)) 
SS Ore _t 
| @ 8 re EK& LO 


e< 
. 





COAST IS CLEAR ON 


HE'S BEHIND THE 
DOOR ON YOUR 


THE ENTRANCE TO 
THE UNDERGROUND 
OULD BE 


LAB SH 
RIGHT PAST HIM. 















TOOK YOU 
LONG ENOUGH! 






JUST $0 YOU KNOW, 

‘02ZZY TOLD Us You’ |) 

WERE COMING, LIKE, 
FOREVER AdO. 














NOTHING WE 


DIDN'T Expect. 





sol voutee THe 


EYEPATCH GU) 
SHE LIKES SO MUCH? 





I GOTTA SAY, DUDE, 





RIXIS 1S 
SMALL. 





EVEN THOUGH 
YOURE MY AGE, 
RIGHT? SIXTEEN? 


AND DONT GET ME 

‘STARTED ON THAT 
WIMPY LITTLE 
eve monster. _/| 


(CAN YOU TRUST 
DUPE, HOW, 
Your eves? iy ractheetel 
YOU WORKING 
‘ON THAT... 











CREEPY GIRL? 


we're HERE 
TO FIGHT YOU 
AND STUFF! 


YEAH, I BET 


Vaueee NO, We HAVE 


0 YOURE 
TO PLAY A 
SURI ONE on GAME FIRST! 
HUH? 


How ‘BOUT 
YOU JUST 


Let us Go 
THROUGH? 


W-WOULPN'T 
YOU LIke TO 
KNOW! 





rane vou Sr SVEN Ay OND THAT WAS WITH ALL LPON'T NEED 
HAVE THE UPPER PSYCHO KNIFE, 2S, WHICH, POWERS TO 


BAP News, Kip: ITs Power H, 
KERA IS epee at BY THE WAY, YOU DON'T KILL HER. 


INVINCIBLE! Coat ae OZO ENA EVEN HAVE RIGHT NOW. 





BUT HOW CAN Ie every Last 
SHE GROW Nyy INCH oF Hee 
BACK... BURNS AWAY?! 











Y-YEAH 


Mae RIGHT! 


I JUST Ni 
TO GET THROUGH 
TO THE STAIRS. 


...BO YOU NOT 
WANT T0 FIGHT? 


$0 YOU CAN 
JUST KILL ME 

WHEN MY BACK 
1S TURNED?! 





ieee 


GF 





++ IS THIS 
burs 


y 


AYO AND Me... 


WERE GOING 
TO Die HERE? 


< 


WHY IS SHE 

LOOKING AT Me GO,LUNA! 

LUKE THAT...2 7 HURRY UP AND 
DO IT ALREADY! 


SHE'S FREAKING 
‘Me OUT! 


THAT THING... 
WHEN IT SPINS 
LIKE A TOP, 
IT'S way T00 
FAST... 


WE DON’T STAND 
A CHANCE... 





AYO LOST 
SOME BLOOD... L. HERE SHE 


TLL Never... 














Grey ster ster 
ote ota 
N 


ny 


THERE [S.A SMALL 


CLOSET TO YOUR RIGHT. ] 


STAY INSIDE 

\ UNTIL THEY 
THAT IS NOT ices 
THE BEST OPTION... } - THEY LL Give 
Twit be \ Me us away! 
IN TOUCH. 
ONE OF THEM ~ 
1S LULENSK. 


ceoss aS 
THERE, HERSELF. we | 


7 





DO We Have 
ENOUGH TIME?! 


SHE'S ONE OF YOURS, 
ISNT SHE? 


PON’T YOU KNOW 
WHAT THEY GET 


SIR, ARE YOU 
SURE THAT CRASHING 
SOUND CAME FROM 
IN Here? 


UH. ‘SCUSE Me. 
TLL TAKE HER TO, UM- 


TLL TAKE CARE 
‘OF HER. 


SHE COLLAPSED 
ALL OF A SUDDEN. 


1S THOT 
WHAT THAT 
NOISE Was? 


EXCUSE Me. 


IM DREADFULLY SORRY 
THAT I HAVEN'T MET 
ALL OF MY EMPLOYEES 
FACE-TO-FACE... 


WHAT IS YOUR 
NAME, YOUNG MAN? 

















Yeu jena GREENIE 
“Hi \. MADE IT SUPER 
HOW POES THAT 
(Marr weet EVEN WORK?! T HAVE NO 
? BUT FoR HIS IDEA. 


EARS ONLY. 


THERE'S NEVER BEEN ANYTHING, ES 


IN THE WHOLE WORLP, 
wor user torre Like THEM. KNOW ABOUT THAT. 
BUT WHEN YoU 
REALLY THINK 
‘ABOUT IT... 


THE THINGS. 
THEY CAN DO 
ARE SO WEIRD! 


— 


ID LIKE, 
IMPOSSIBLE! 








SERIOUSLY? 


YOU THINK YOUR 
MAGIC BLOOD ISNT 
‘SPECIAL? 


THEY ONLY GET THOSE 
POWERS ONCE THEY 
FIND US. 


NO,NO, THATS I's MORE LIKE... 


NOT WHAT 


IVE BEEN HERE ALOT, 
ANP IVE SEEN TONS: 
OF THOSE GHOST THINGS- 


YKNow, 

THE FORM THEY Have 
BEFORE THEY TAKE 
SOME POOR JERK'S 

PARTS. 


AND BY THEN, THEY'RE 
MADE UP OF THE SAME 
STUFF We ARE. 


THE SPECIAL ONES. 


$0 THAT KINDA 
MAKES Me THINK... 


THEY PONT SEEM TO HAVE 
THOUGHTS OR FEELINGS- 


EXCEPT THAT THEY 
REALLY WANT TO FIND 
‘A HUMAN BODY. 


AND THEY 
DEFINITELY 
DONT HAVE 

ANY POWERS. 


-+ NOT BUYING IT? 





ALMOST TOO 
NICE... 


I DONT EVEN 
LIKE To THINK, 
ABOUT IT! 


( rsensea Presence ») 

y-yeau, | |1\ INTHE HALL OUTSIPE. 
Let's G0. 

SHOULDN'T We > 

GET THIS OVER ( 

WITH, ALREADY? 


LIKELY NOTHING 
MORE THAN SOMEONE 
\" PASSING BY, BUT- 


SUUST SOME 
DUMB IDEA 


TLL GO CHECK IT 
OUT, JUST IN CASE. 








TM LEAVING. 


I DONT care! 


T HAVE To Go. 


WANeY, We Are Ie You Leave 
( WesTS SIDE, I MAY NoT 
et BE ABLE TO MAINTAIN 
2 MENTAL CONTACT 
att Now Youre WITH YOU. 
TRYING To HURT 
MY FEELINGS?! 


THAT IS NOT 
WHAT I MEANT. 


YoU TOOK OUT 
Your Guy, 
You'Re FINE! 


IT 1s aLeeapy 
A GREAT STRAIN 
TO KEEP IN TOUCH 
WITH NATE. 


BOTH OF YOU MIGHT 
BE T00 MUCH FOR 
ME TO HANPLE. 





LON care Ie YOU'RE LEAVING, man 
TIM GOING. YOU HAVE TO TAKE’ Narre 
GREENIE WITH YOU. yp YOU PROMISED! eee 


























